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WWDA STATEMENT
DEPRO PROVERA CLASS ACTION
For many years, WWDA has expressed grave concern about the non-consensual and coerced administration of Depo-Provera and other forms of contraception to women and girls with disabilities. WWDA is deeply concerned about the recent allegations surrounding the contraceptive Depo-Provera and its potential links to meningioma brain tumours. Shine Lawyers' investigation into a potential class action against Pfizer highlights the urgent need for accountability and justice for those affected.	Comment by Sophie Cusworth | Women With Disabilities Australia: Just adding this for immediate context as to why it's important to us	Comment by Sophie Cusworth | Women With Disabilities Australia: I tend to use singular language for an entity/organisation name even though our name is in the plural - but don't think it matters much!	Comment by Diana Piantedosi | Women With Disabilities Australia: Excellent!	Comment by Diana Piantedosi | Women With Disabilities Australia: Makes sense- I’m learning Italian at the moment and I have too many grammar rules in my head!
Background
Recent investigations have raised serious concerns about the contraceptive Depo-Provera, manufactured by Pfizer, after studies linked long-term use of the drug to an increased risk of developing meningioma, a type of brain tumour. The British Medical Journal reported that women using Depo-Provera for more than a year face a five- to six-fold higher risk of these tumours compared to non-users. Shine Lawyers has launched a potential class action in Australia, alleging that Pfizer failed to adequately warn users of these risks.	Comment by Diana Piantedosi | Women With Disabilities Australia: Do you want us to include hyperlink references when we make a statement like this?	Comment by Sophie Cusworth | Women With Disabilities Australia: That would be great - I think it helps add credibility. 
Why is this important?
This prospective case underscores the critical importance of informed consent and patient safety in contraceptive use. The implications are especially concerning for women and gender-diverse people with disabilities, particularly those in group homes or under  guardianship arrangements. In such settings, the use of Depo-Provera as a long-term contraceptive has frequently occurred without proper informed consent or oversight, reflecting broader systemic failures in upholding the sexual and reproductive rights of people with disabilities. For many years, WWDA has sought to raise awareness about forced menstrual suppression and contraceptive use as a violation of fundamental human rights.	Comment by Diana Piantedosi | Women With Disabilities Australia: Is the convention at WWDA to use women, girls, non-binary and gender diverse people? We had started to find that it was hard to make sure everyone felt included under this remit, gender diverse is an “umbrella” term that on one hand, collapses a diverse community and on the other hand… is a way to ensure documents “age well” with language evolving etc (what descriptors have we left off if we include a list?) I will revise and write according to WWDA preferences 	Comment by Sophie Cusworth | Women With Disabilities Australia: This is something I'm grappling with too. We have used 'gender-diverse' as members preferred this over 'feminine-identifying and non-binary' but I fear that it doesn't allow for specific recognition of different communities and their needs, priorities and experiences. At the moment, the convention is to say 'women, girls and gender-diverse people' where that is accurate, but I'm keen to workshop this.	Comment by Diana Piantedosi | Women With Disabilities Australia: Great! I’ll defer to that for now

The Disability Royal Commission (DRC) revealed accounts of women with disabilities being administered contraceptive injections, like Depo-Provera, under false pretences—such as being told the injection was a flu shot. The Commissioners recommended banning the sterilisation of people with disabilities without their informed consent, except where it is necessary to prevent a direct threat to life. However, the DRC did not make recommendations to prohibit other practices that violate sexual and reproductive rights, like the use of contraceptives without free and informed consent. This is despite the fact that forced contraception and forced menstrual suppression have been recognised as forms of gender-based violence. 	Comment by Sophie Cusworth | Women With Disabilities Australia: Just amending because I think the rec was non-gender-specific although it has a disproportionate impact on women. 	Comment by Diana Piantedosi | Women With Disabilities Australia: Yes, good pick up!	Comment by Diana Piantedosi | Women With Disabilities Australia: @Sophie Cusworth | Women With Disabilities Australia you highlight a really important distinction here. It’s making me wonder if we should actually pitch this as a news article. What’s your priority with this? Do you prefer to get policy work out quick and publish ourself on WWDA website, or would you like us to pitch to media outlets? I’m not sure if we could get traction- but this could easily be an article for the conversation or abc- especially with the detail you’ve added here. But also not trying to make life more complicated v happy to keep w the original statement idea rather than risk delays!	Comment by Sophie Cusworth | Women With Disabilities Australia: @Diana Piantedosi | Women With Disabilities Australia I hadn't thought of this - love that idea! The news of this potential class action dropped on New Years Eve (!) while I was blissfully ignoring my phone by the beach. I was approached for a radio interview but wasn't in the space to prepare - so, I think there is definitely potential for media interest. I've also been in touch with Dr Linda Steele about this potential case -  she is an expert in this area and a trusted friend of WWDA, and co-authorised our DRC submissions on this - I bet she would be interested in contributing to an article too. Very happy to hold off and try pitching it - particularly given it's been a few weeks since the news dropped anyway! 

The lack of comprehensive action to address these practices heightens the risk of further violations of bodily autonomy and serious health concerns. 	Comment by Sophie Cusworth | Women With Disabilities Australia: Very much agree with this - I wonder though if we can rephrase to highlight the distinction between permanent sterilisation practices (which the DRC rec was directed towards) and forced contraception/forced menstrual suppression practices, which are not necessarily considered sterilisation but can have permanent effects. 
Call for accountability and reform
The potential harm caused by Depo-Provera highlights the urgent need for systemic reforms to prevent further violations of sexual and reproductive rights. WWDA calls for:
1. An end to forced sterilisation: All Australian governments must act decisively to  enact legislation that ensures sterilisation without informed consent is prohibited, except in life-threatening circumstances.	Comment by Sophie Cusworth | Women With Disabilities Australia: I have proposed 'an end to...' - what do you think? I've also changed the wording to 'forced' as we disagreed with the DRC's use of the term 'non-therapeutic' - the language of international human rights laws/monitoring bodies is 'forced' or 'involuntary' 	Comment by Diana Piantedosi | Women With Disabilities Australia: I’m using the language of the DRC but acknowledge you may want this in plainer English- “A National ban on…” etc. ? 
2. An end to forced menstrual suppression and forced contraception: Ensuring all medical treatments, including contraceptives, are administered with free, prior, and informed consent and support for decision-making.
3. Improved oversight: Implementing independent mechanisms to monitor medical practices in institutional and guardianship settings.
4. Education and autonomy: Providing accessible resources to support women with disabilities to make informed decisions about their health, and implementing supported-decision making frameworks and practices.
We urge the Commonwealth and all state and territory governments to prioritise the DRC’s recommendation to ban forced sterilisation, and to take action to end other forced practices. This is a necessary step toward eliminating discriminatory practices and ensuring that women with disabilities can exercise their sexual and reproductive rights free from coercion or harm.

WWDA stands in solidarity with those affected by Depo-Provera and supports the Shine Lawyers class action as a step toward justice and redress. We urge policymakers, healthcare providers, and regulatory bodies to ensure transparency, accountability, and respect for the bodily autonomy of all women and gender-diverse people.

For more information or to join the Shine Lawyer’s class action, please visit:  https://www.shine.com.au/service/class-actions/depo-provera-class-action
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